W.   H.  AUDEN

will judge a work of art by the degree to which it tran-
scends the artist's personal and historical limitations,
but he will not expect such transcendence ever to be
complete, either in the artist or himself. He will equip
himself with social and historical knowledge in order
to overcome his own prejudices and to help the reader
to see, through all the apparent differences in the tech-
nique and subject matter of great works, their underly-
ing unity. He will be suspicious of all that is partisan,
naturalistic, and personal, and of all such antitheses
as Traditional versus Modern.

2.  Assuming the unity of truth he will realize the
interdependence of ethics, politics, science, esthetics,
etc. and do his best to acquire as all-round a culture as
possible. Assuming the equal value of these fields, he
will in judging a book attempt to keep them all in mind
without being dominated by any one of them. He will
try to avoid, for example, both the puritanical attitude
of the bourgeois censor of morals and the nihilist atti-
tude of the bohemian who ignores or denies the effect
of moral values upon works of art and the moral in-
fluence which they do in fact exert. Slogans like Art for
Art's Sake or Art for Polities' Sake will be equally ob-
jectionable to him.

3.  Admitting original sin, he will not believe in his
own infallibility, or cause others to believe in it. He
will be as chary of utterly condemning a book as of
acclaiming it a masterpiece. He will flatter neither the
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